‘These articles and information is brought to you by The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club, For more information please 
contact us at; 


bhup://autos.groups.vahoo.com/group/1937and1938Buicks! 
WWW. 1937and1938Buicks.com 


-- Warning Notice -- 


It the mission and goal of 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club is to provide information, helpful hints, advice, directions and 
reference information for the repair, maintenance, authentic restoration and knowledge development in regards to 
1937 and 1938 Buick’s, Content is offered as informational only. 


‘The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not knowingly accept false or misleading content or advertising, Nor does The 
1937 and 1938 Buicks Club assume any responsibility for the consequences that may occur should any such material 
appear. 


‘The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication, Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication, Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk 


Asa precautionary measure, The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club strongly recommends that you contact a professional 
‘mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions 


-- Copyright Notice -- 


All rights reserved. All documents and publications on The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site or that can be down 
loaded from The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site are protected under both U.S. Federal copyright law and 
international treaties. No component of this site, including text, images and computer code, may not be reproduced 
or copied in any form or by any means-~electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems-without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
Club. 


THE TORQUE TUNE [1 THE PUBLICATION FOL MEMBERS OF THE (937-1938 BUICK CLUE - VOLUME A111 


TORQUE Tide 
: 
EDITOR 
MARK JORDAN #1297 


Founded in 1980 the 
TORQUE TUE 
\s published every wo months 
forthe education and enjoyment othe 
1937-1938 BUICK CLUB 
World Wide Membership dues 
‘ate $40.00 per yea. 
Membership year is 
Sepuember 110 August 
‘the following year 
Versons joining during the year 
receive all back issues 
fiom September | 
Al payments must be in US. funds. 
Please make your check payable to the 
1957-1938 BUICK CLUB, 


The 1937-1938 BUICK CLUB ie 
recognized by but not aliiated wath, 
the IUICK CLUB OF AMERICA. 
View the 1957-1938 BUICK CLL web se 
Nip hemeningscom/ 190 1938baked 


Please send al artes, ads, subserpeons 
‘and inquires, et 
‘The TORQUE TUBE 
PO, BOX 21000 
‘OAKLAND, CA 94620 USA 
You cam reach 
Mark Jordan by 
Phone (310) 985-1908 
‘or by E-mail: 
torquetube3738@yehoo.com 


All ight reserved No part of the 
newalttr may be reproduced nan form 
veto! wnt perms fom the 
TORQUE TUBE 


NUMBER ¢- MANCH/APRIL 20 


F 


At the end of January, my Torque Tube arrived in the 
| mail and just a half hour later my phone was ringing. To my 
surprise it was the national office of the Buick Club of 
America congratulating us on a job well done. They were 
very impressed with the new look and they said they couldn't 
wail to see what comes next. Needless to say, I was very happy. 

Up above is a picture of our new website home page 
(www.torquetube.com). We still have our original website 
through Hemmings and that will stay. But this new website 
is easier to use and will become a lot more interactive in the 
future. For starters, I'd like to ask everyone in the club to 
please mail or email me photographs of yourselves with your 
cars so 1 can put them up on the photo section. Also, in- 
clude your full name and your car's year and model. This 
will be a great way to be able to match your names with 
your faces and your Buicks, Also, next year our roster will 
be on the website. It will be private so only members will be 
able access that information. The huge advantage is that we 
will always be able to keep the roster up to date 
I want to set up a road trip support group sec- 
tion on the site. The section will include members that want 
to participate in crerating a national support network for those 
of us that want to take a trip of long distances. When a mem- 
ber plans out his or her trip, they'll know in advance whom 
they could contact in certain areas for mechanical support, 
or just to find out about good places to stay and eat. Please 
let me know if this sounds like a good idea 

Thad a huge response about the license plate badges and 
I thank all of you for your input. I'm still working on how 


to go about the whole process 
A lot of it has to do with time, 
but after I write this “9th Cylin- 
der” and tuck this issue of 
Torque Tube into bed, I'll be able 
to give it more attention and 
bring you more solid informa- 
tion in the next issue. 

We now have everything ex- 
cept the badges for sale (see the 
ad on page 28). Our new website 
hasa link that will take you to our 
Torque Tube store. There you will 
find hats, t-shirts, golf shirts, cof- 
fee mugs, clocks, mouse pads,and 
stickers. The direct link is 
www.cafeshops.convtorquetube. 

It done through the same com- 

pany that printed our calendar and the products 
are excellent. While the advertisements for the 
products in this issue are in black and white, the 
products themselves will sport our logos in color 
on the site, If you don't have Internet access, you 
can find our ad in this issue listing all the prices 
and shipping charges. Just mail a check to the club 
with a description of what you'd like to buy. ll 
then order it for you and have it shipped to the 
address that you provide in your letter. 

In June, | plan to be down in Plano, Texas, 
for the national BCA meet. This year we'll have 
a booth to promote the club and the magazine! 
I would love for all of you who can make it to 
come by the booth. I want to meet as many of 
you as possible in person and talk about the club 


1937 & 1938 
Buick Club 


and, of course, our cars. You canit miss us. We'll 
have our new banner right over our table! 

This will probably be the shortest “9th Cyl- 
inder” ever, but we have a lot of articles in this 
issue and they are more important than me ram- 
bling on. Please feel free to call or write any time 
I love the feedback and suggestions, 


Hope to see you 
in Texas, 


PUN ale 


1997/1938 Buick Club international Magazine 


Que TI 


wrevctorquetube.cort 
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Few among the ranks 
of hardy classic car own- 
ers have the perspicacity 
and patience to trace the 
history of their vehicles. 
Buick owners, however, 
seem to be a separate breed 
of car aficionados, typically going beyond the 
metal and mettle of the car and attempting to link 
their cars to their origi- 
nal owners. And even 
among those, a mere 
handful have done so 
with any degree of suc- 
cess, Lafayette, Lousiana 
resident). R. Young is one 
ofa few of '38 Buick own- 
ers that have tracked 
their cars back to their 
first owners. He has 
helped create a new di- 
mension of appreciation 
forall of his cars, becom- 
ingnot only arestorer and 
collector, but also a kind 
of historian 

Young's collection of cool, classic pre-war 
Buicks include five "38s (two Special Model 41s 
and three Century Model 61s), one '37 Century 
Model 61, and a 1940 Super 8 Model 51. His 
appreciation for the older cars hit a bull’ eye 
on the ‘38s. One of Young’s favorite mottos 
(which he coined himself) is “if its worth doing, 
it’s worth overdoing.” The jovial, collected, light- 
hearted Young follows that idea in restoration, 
and in determinedly tracing sach car's personal 
history, opting to keep its past from passing into 
forgotten years of antiquity and so becoming a 
rusty relic on the roadside to posterity. 

Young prefers the "38s over any other vehicles 
(though he fancies, to a more limited extent, 


Driving into 
History 


by Giancarlo Davis (#1748) 
Photo provided by John Young (#1579) 


John Young and his 1938 Black Beauty. 


the ‘37s, too). Much of it 
has to do with Buick’s aes- 
thetics, “They have the 
smaller windshields than 
the '39s, which also seem 
more like a chop-topped 
rod or something [1939 
was a banner year in sales for Buick}. Also, the 1938 
Buick was the first car to come out with the coil 
spring suspension sys- 
tem with traditional 
tube-type shock absorb- 
ers, replacing the '37$ leaf 
spring suspension. And 
the battery moved from 
under the chassis to un- 
der the hood, Also, they 
put a lid over the gas | 
door, integrating the por 
tal into the hull of the ve- 
hicle, The "37s still had 
the gas cap sticking out.” 
1937 and 1938 
Buicks area rare find in 
Louisiana, a factor that 
has spurred Young to 
appreciate his cars’ histories to a greater degree 
than other owners, “We don't have the volume 
of parts here, due to the economy. There are lots 
of vintage Fords and Chevys —they’re more 
popular and more affordable. Additionally, the 
well-to-do of the day drove Packards around here 
Most people just couldn't afford the Buick. A 
neighbor of mine bought one after the war. He 
used to tear up the roads around these parts, 
driving at about 100 miles an hour, which most 
other cars couldn't do. So they are, historically, a 
hot commodity.” And as hot commodities go, 
three of his prize possessions, Big Green, Sweet 
Pea, and Black Beauty, are three of the local 
community's biggest automotive gems. 


TORQUE TUBE MARCH/APRIL 2004 


BIG GREEN 

Young has three such Buicks, each with a par- 
ticular history that give both their owner and ve- 
hiclesa wonderful uniqueness. Big Green, Youngs 
°38 Buick Special Model 61 is his daily driver, and 
was originally purchased from a Buick dealership 
in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, a historic anthracite 
mining = town oy) tf) 
about 175 miles | 
northwest of Phila- 
delphia, by 
Pottsville’s mayor * 
S.H. Clay. Clay 
owned the Buick 
for three decades, a 
span of time in 
which Big Green 
rarely hit the pave- 
ment, It then fell 
into the hands of 
New Cumberland, 
PA's councilman 
Bob Edwards, It 
was from him that, 
in 2001, Young purchased the deep forest-green 
(known as “Van Gogh Green” in the auto indus- 
try) beauty, and he has cherished his acquisition 


Black Beauty and her engine. 


ever since. Since the car's construction, it has un- 
dergone only one repaint. 


SWEET PEA 


Young’ second Buick, a"38 Buick Special Model 
41, was originally purchased in the small town of 
Denison, lowa, the erstwhile home of “It’s a Won- 
derful Life” mati- 
nee idol Donna 
Reed. “Sweet Pea” 
(the name ren- 
dered by the car's 
pea-green hue) 
rolled brand-new 
off the lot of Sagau 
Buick in 1938, 
driven by a farmer 
from neighboring 
Kiron, One day in 
1956, Leo Sondag 
and his son Gene 
pheasant 
hunting. They 
spotted the Special 
tucked under a comncrib (a small barn) while ask- 
ing the farmer for refreshments, and opted to buy 
it The '38 had very few miles on it, and, with 


were 


Sweet Pea’ interior. 


wrapping paper still swaddling the sun visors, 


became Leo’ baby. Gene had high hopes of in- 
heriting the Buick from his father when he 
graduated from high school in 1959, but was 
disappointedly offered a flathead Ford in the 
Buick’s stead. Sweet Pea would remain garaged 
for the better portion of her life. “There are a 
lot of wonderful survivors, like Sweet Pea, that 
don't need a lot of work.” Young says. "You 
can't resist taking it apart and cleaning every 
nut and bolt, and then putting everything 
back together. Sweet Pea is one of my family’s 
favorites. | was thinking about changing the 
name, but my wife wouldn't hear of it!” 

feet Pea was quite a discovery,” J.R. contin- 
ues, "I remember pulling the hubcaps off Sweet 
Pea and I found the car’ original mileage penciled 
into the inside of the front hubcap, in a script 1 
call ‘old handwriting,’ W'll bet you they did that 
when they packed 
the front bearings.” 


BLACK BEAUTY 

Young does 
more than dote 
upon his cars and 
gives them names 
that not only de 
note their color and 
temperament (“I 
name them the 
same way the origi- 
nal owners might 
have named them, 
as if they were part 
of the family,” 
Young states), but 
also really stakes a 
personal claim in his vehicles by providing each 
car with its own historical identity. 

His 38 Buick Century Model 61 (currently 
under restoration) is one of his favorites 
among his elite collection of '38 Buicks. Young 
lights up when Centurys are mentioned. “I 
love ‘em. It's got a bigger engine: the Special 
has 248 Cubic Inch Straight-8 and the Cen- 
tury contains a 320, They're compared to that 
of the later Roadmasters on a regular basis. 
Also, the passenger compartment, from the 
cowl back, is the same size as the Special, but 
the hood is longer to accommodate the 4-inch 


Sweet Pea’ front end. 


longer engine. It's faster, stronger, and more 
powerful,” 

Black Beauty was purchased in 2001 in 
Loudonville, New York (Loudonville is close 
to Albany). Eighty six-year-old Nahum Lewis 
the car's previous owner, was Black Beauty 
second retail owner. . . for five decades. The 
original owner was a carpenter who sold Black 
Beauty to a local GE plant. Lewis purchased 
the car from them. Aside from one hood re- 
paint and a ring-and-valve job, the car was in 
original condition. Black Beauty then became 
one of Young's “frame-off” restoration gems 

Young, a GM dealership owner since 1986, 
has every intention of continuing to collect and 
restore Buicks, J.R. says that in researching 
each car's distinct ownership history “it’s a mat- 
ter of luck and persistence. 1 get all the info I 
can from the seller. 1 also rely on old insur- 
ance cards, regis- 
tration, and other 
documents | find 
in the cars' glove 
boxes. Then I use 
the Internet, 
White Pages, and | 
Yellow Pages to 
locate phone 
numbers of pre- 
vious owners 
Buick dealers 
friends, relatives 
or neighbors who 
knew of the car.” 
Every car has its 
own story. If his 
"38s could speak, 
they could in- 
variably tell volumes of experience on and off 
the roads of their past. Young not only per- 
forms the class act of becoming their mouth- 
piece, but also is one of the few that pave the 
road for other Buick owners in finding their 
way back into their cars’ past. i 


“Tf it’s worth doing, 
it’s worth overdoing.” 
—John Young 


TORQUE TUBE MARCH/APRIL 2004 


© 


Nineteen-thirty-seven 
opened with a bang. Just nine- 
teen days after Guy Lombardo 
| gave the signal to drop the ball 
over Times Square, 32-year-old 
| aviator, multimillionaire, and 

film director Howard Hughes 
| broke the transcontinental speed 
record. Flying his sleek, silvery 

H-1 race plane, Hughes flew 

across the country from Los 

Angeles to Newark in just seven 


coming sleeker and more 
luxurious (average cost 
$760); and, with a little help 
from the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration (WPA), power, 
water and transportation 
were coming to places here- 
tofore all but forgotten. With 
a bit of chutzpah and little 
help from Uncle Sam, it 
seemed there was almost 
nothing you could not do. 


hours, twenty-eight minutesand 
twenty-five seconds, Hughes was 

| no stranger to speed. Just two years before, in 

| 1935,hehadsettheall-outspeed 4 
record, flying his 700-horse. 
power H-1 to a then-incred 
ible 352.332 miles per hour. 
He was the fastest man alive 


ad 


In an America 
still wracked by 
depression and 
discomfited by ru- 
mors of war in 
both Europe and 
the Far East, Hughes offered an es- 
cape, American industry and tech- 
nology, despite the Great Depres- 
sion, were soaring, achieving new 
horizons. Hughes wasan outstand- 
ing symbol for both. Combining 
his extraordinary businessacumen 
with technological insight and hu: 
man daring, Hughes’ exploits gave Americans, still 
feeling the pinch of the great stock crash of 1929, a 
sense of hope. Indeed, Americans were going far- 
ther, faster than any other people; the aerodynamic. 
twin-engine DC-35 were winging business trav- 


by Michael Mattis 


Even American animals 
seemed pre-eminent. In 1936, 
Seabiscuit, the now-legendary racehorse, appar 
ently decided he wanted to be a winner 
after years of mediocre showings. In 
that year he won the Scarsdale Handi: 
cap, the Bay Bridge Handi- 
cap, and the Worlds Fair 


Handicap in quick succes- 
sion. In 1937, Seabiscuit 
took on and won the Con- 
tinental Handicap and the 
Riggs Handicap. The next 
year, in 1938, he would 
occupy a spot on columnist 
Walter Winchell annual top: 
ten list of newsmakers,behind 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Neville 
Chamberlain, and Adolph 
Hitler. He was the first (and 
last) nonhuman ever to make 
Winchell’ list 

Outside the States, things | 
were different, Fascism was on the rise in Spain, Italy 
and Germany, while the Rising Sun of Japanese mil 
larism ascended like a red dawn over the Pacific 
Spain was in a state of brutal civil war, In April, the 
German Luftwaffe bombed the Spanish town of 


lers about the nation, automobiles were be- 
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Guemica nearly into oblivion under the orders of 
Adolph Hitler, who had decided to come to 


the aid of the Spanish dictator, Francisco 
Franco. Iwas buta grim prelude of things 
to come. 

Meanwhile, on the far side of 
the world, the forces of the Em- 
pire of Japan were bent on Asian 
conquest. In quick succession, the 
Japanese invaded China, captured 
(and decimated) the city of 
Nanking, and invaded Manchu- 
ria, On the intemational 
front things looked bad. 

But America in '37 
still preferred to keep out 
of other countries’ busi- 
ness, While world events 
were reported in the 
American press, they 
took a back seat to 
Hughes and Seabiscuit, 
not to mention the news 
from Hollywood 

Greta Garbo and Lionel Barrymore 
starred in Camille. The Marx Brothers 
were yukking it up with Maureen 
O'Sullivan in A Day at the Races. Dou- 
glas Fairbanks, Jr. and Ronald Coleman 
were battling it out over a case of con- 
{used identity in The Prisoner of Zenda. 
Fred Astaire was swinging Ginger 
Rodgers —backwards, and in high heels 
—around the floor for the seventh 
time in Shall We Dance? Another 
dancer, the leggy, machine-gun fast 
tapster, Ann Miller, made her film 
debut with Stage Door and New 
Faces of 1937. Her movie career 
would span 6+ years, closing with 
David Lynch’ bizarre Mulholland 
Drive in 2001. But just as Millers 
career was beginning, another Hol- 
lywood stars came to an abrupt 
end, Jean Harlow, the original 
“blonde bombshell,” had just fin- 
ished shooting her forty-third film, 
Saratoga, in May, when she came 


down with uremic poisoning or kidney failure, She 
died June 7th at age twenty-six and was mourned 
by thousands of fans and friends. Buried in the 
negligee she had worn for a scene in Saratoga, 

Harlow took glamour with her even to the 

grave. Lover William Powell —“The Thin 

Man"—is said to have left in her coffin a 

gardenia witha noe that read, “Good 
night, my dearest darling, 

In 1937, Detroit continued 
to put out new cars that were 
streamlined, often elegant and 
growing more affordable 
all the time. The modern 
pickup truck made its 
debut with Chevys three- 
quarter-ton and one-ton 
models, including the 
now classic GC Master. 
Its rounded, sleek design 
is reflected today in the 
new Chevy SSR sport 
truck, Although the '37 
Ford Tudor — developed under the eye 
of Edsel Ford — had been around since 
1935, the new model was low and dar- 
ing, taking many of its styling hints from 
the Lincoln-Zephyr. Although its V-8 
plant was just 221 cubic inches and pro- 
duced only eighty-five horsepower, the 
Fords light weight made it a compara- 
tively brisk performer. 

General Motors Styling, GMS artistic 
thinktank, also made its debut in 
1937. Formed from Harley Earl's 
original GM Art and Colour Sec- 
tion, GM Styling would operate 
continuously for the next forty 
years, producing new and chal- 
lenging concept vehicles and 
Motorama show cars designed 
both to test new ideas and give 
potential car buyers a taste of the 
future. Earl, called the Da Vinci 
of Detroit, would win major rec- 
ognition three years later with his 
promotion to GM Vice President. 
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His legacy has recently been cel- ° 


ebrated in Buick’ “I'm Harley Earl” TV spots. 
| But Earl wasnt the only poet in inge- 
nuity and steel hard at work in the 
America of 1937. Across the country, on 
the Pacific Coast, Joseph Baerman Strauss 
was overseeing the finishing touches on 
his greatest creation, one that would be- 
come an icon of progressive, mid-century 
styling and American know-how. At 1.7 
miles, the Golden Gate Bridge was to be the long- 


est dual-support suspension bridge in 
the world and a marvel not only of 
engineering but also of design. The 
bridge’s elegant sweep from San 
Francisco to Marin County was 
trimmed in art deco touches. Its an- 
gular fluting was designed to catch 
| the ever-changing Pacific sunlight, 
while its supports, decreasing in size 
as they ascended, emphasized the 
bridge’ already dizzying height of 
feet. For paint, the Morrows selected the 
| bridge’s distinctive orange vermilion, which 
became known as “International Orange.” 
On May 27, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt pressed a telegraph key in Washington 
D.C. that sent the signal declaring the bridge offi- 
cially open. Some 200,000 people showed up for 


Straus pm 


the celebration and for the chance to walk across 
the West new signature bridge. The 
weeklong event was celebrated with 
parades, fireworks, and appearances 
by such luminaries as Al Jolson 
Progress came at a price, however. 
Two months earlier, in February, as 
the bridge was nearing completion, a 
scaffold gave way, sending 10 workers 
to their deaths in the turbulent waters of 


~~ 


~ the Golden Gate. Of his and his 
men's achievement, Strauss, a 
poet in words as well as steel 
wrote these lines 


‘An bonored cause and nobly fought 
And that which they so bravely wrought 
Now glorifies their deed 


Just as one symbol of modernity 
1 was rising on the West Coast, another 

would come crashing down on the 
East. At 803 feet in length, the German-built LZ 
129 Hindenburg was the largest airship ever built 
and the largest aircraft ever to fly. Held aloft by 
five million cubic feet of flammable hydrogen gas, 
the Hindenburg boasted 25 cabins that could carry 


fifty passengers. It sported two promenades, an el- 


egant dining room,a gourmet kitchen, smoking room, 


o 
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and a lounge equipped witha grand piano crafted Some witnesses said they saw flicker near 


from aluminum to save weight. The _ the Hindenburg’s aft. The flicker became a glow, 
shipSinteriordecora- and then the rear of the ship burst into a ball 
of orange flame so bright it turned the sky 
around it into darkness. The ship crashed to 
the ground, its aluminum girders wrench- 
ing under their own weight as they 
struck, It was over in seconds 
Of the ninety-seven passengers 
was and crew aboard, thirty-five per- 
decidedly mid- ished. It was among the first great 
twentieth-century modern, mixing disasters ever to be caught entirely on film. 
lightweight aluminum furniture and silvery ac- Radio announcer Herbert Morrison's tearful, 
cents with themes from aviation history and travel. blow-by-blow description of the disaster still 
No otherair trans- 
port would ever ne al 
offer more luxuri- 
ous amenities. 
But not all 
| was well aboard 
the Hindenburg, 
The Nazis, keen 
to exploit the 


haunts listeners 
today. While the 
cause of the fire 
was never posi- 
tiv 


ly determined 
— lightning? — 
sabotage?— 
spark-prone 
dopingonthe 
Hindenburg's 
hull?—the events 
of May 6 spelled 
the end of the era 
of great passen- 
ger airships 

But the year 1937 gave Ameri- 
cans something more to chew on 
than industrial triumphs and 
worldly troubles. The first A&P 
supermarkets opened, offering 
people a bevy of brand-new pro- 


propaganda po- 
tential of such a 
massive, mobile 
billboard, in- 
sisted thatthe 
ship’s massive 
tail fins be decorated with the swas- 
tika, much to its builders’ dismay. A 
portrait of Adolph Hitler despoiled > 
the sleck and simple interior of the 
lounge. “Ifairshipsare to be used for ~ 
political purposes,” lamented Zeppe- 
lin pioneer, Hugo Eckener, “it will cessed foods. Into their shopping 
be the end of the airship.” carts—which also made their ap- 
May 6, 1937 dawned over fee pearance that year—people were 
Lakehurst, New Jersey with storm dropping Kix cereal, Pepperidge 
clouds on the horizon. The Hindenburg circled Farm bread and Ragu Spaghetti Sauce. Spam— 
lazily above, awaiting the order to land. It was the soon to become a staple during war time ra 
ship’ eleventh crossing to the States without inci- tioning—made it to the shelves, just as the | 
dent, At about 7:10a.m., the ground crew radioed _ first boxes of Kraft Macaroni and Cheese Din. 
Est Lehmann, the ships captain, recommend- ner were being torn open by hungry high 
ing he make ready to land. The ship descended. school kids and starving college students 
Lines were dropped. “There, in imposing majes- across the country. For those with the sweet 
tic silence,” commented one observer. “The vast. tooth, 1937 also offered Smarties, Rolos, 
silvery hulk . .. hung motionless.” Good'n’Plenty, and the Kit Kat bar. i ° 
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Family 


Connections* 


Paul Carman (#1778) not only has a fully re- 
stored 1937 Holden-Bodied Buick 8/40, but also a 
photographic history of the car that dates back to 
1938, the year Kyneton draper Joseph Herbert Vic- 
tor Dale bought the car new from Preston Motors. 

“Lwas stoked to get some original photographs 
going back to 1957,” Carman says. That was until 
others turned up out of the blue a year ago. 

He has owned the Buick since 1976. Before 
that, as a 20-year-old, he had a 1939 Pontiac Sil- 
ver Streak. “I really couldnt afford to run it, so 1 
sold it,” he says. 

Six months later he saw a six-wheel- equipped 


Buick in a book, thought it looked fantastic and 
set out to find one. “I was just looking, looking, 
looking,” he says, and finally saw an advertise- 
ment for just what he wanted. He agreed to pay 
$800 for it, and then promptly went overseas, 
leaving the elderly owner to deliver it to his 
brother’ place. 

That was duly done except, on the way, the 
Buick was sideswiped by a meat truck. “That's 
what I came home to,” says Carman, an area 
sales manager for P&O Cruises, indicating a 
photograph of one crunched-in Buick on his ga- 

rage wall (next page 
above, right) 


The upside was 


$200. He eventually had it repaired, then, in 1995, 
went the whole mile — had the car stripped down 
and restored from the ground up. That five- 
exercise cost him an estimated $75,000 (Austra- 
lian). “I had it all professionally done,” he says. 
“1 did all the running around for parts.” 

The result is a 66-year-old Buick you would 
swear had just come out of the showroom. Khaki 
green originally, it is now Sandringham maroon 
with matching leather interior and pearled steer- 
ing wheel. The straight-cight engine was also re- 
built and purrs like a kitten. 

Then a year ago, along came Dr. Vic 
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born baby in the car in 1939. [Thats him as a 
small boy standing in front of the car, in the bot- 


tom photo.] Eighteen years later he got his 
driver’ license in it. “And my brother and I used 
it during our university days,” he says. 

His first memory of the car is of it fitted with 
a gas producer during WWII and being driven to 
his grandparents’ home at Torquay. The gas pro- 
ducer was on a little trailer, which also carried an 
extra bag of charcoal. The bag caught fire one 
night and grandfather pushed it off the trailer, 
causing a small fire beside the road. "As kids we 
used to point out the black spot every time we 
Teasdale, grandson of the original owner, with went past,” Dr Teasdale says. 
some old photographs. “Andnow'l've been able After his grandfather died in 1952, the family 
to go back to 1938. Its stunning stuff!” Carman _ used the car fora while, then sold it. Dr. Teasdale 
says, eyes aglow lost track of it and was disappointed he could 

"Dr. Teasdale knocked on ; 
my garage door one Saturday 
afternoon. I was having a bi 
with a mate. I couldn't believe 
someone from the past was 
standing there holding 
bunch of photos of the car. Vd 
been trying for years to find 
the real history of the car, un- 
til this guy appeared and said, 
Hi, I'm Vic Teasdale and my 
grandfather, was the original 
owner of that car.” ima 

While Carman P not use it for his wedding. 
admits he still occa- : a year ago he found it again, 
sionally loses a bit which is how he came to be 
of sleep over what : standing outside Paul Carman’ 
the car has cost him < Camberwell garage one Saturday 
— he sent off to afternoon. This time it was 
America to get the Teasdale’s daughter Caroline who 
right engine decals x 


was to be married, and six 


% 


and paint color chip— he is ez ; months later the Buick 
proud of the result. “It my » _ ._ became her wedding 
baby." he says. The car still fille: i car. Carman was only 
wears its original black-and- eS too delighted to chauf- 
white number plates, 83-414 ay feur the bride, i 


Dr. Teasdale,a Melbourne 
GP, is just as proud. “I love 
that car,” he admits. Well, he 
and that car go back a long 
way. In fact, he was brought 
home from hospital asa new- 


Story first published 

in the “The Age”, 
Australia, Nov. 20, 
2003; reprinted here 
with permission. 
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1 suppose that a 


reasonable person 
could, or would, be 
lieve that by the time 
someone was close to reaching his seventy-fifth 
birthday, that the days of rebuilding old Buicks 
would have been long gone. That is not the case 
with me, though, as have this desire to see my 
1938 Century Model 61 through to completion. 
Lestablished my auto body business in 1947 
in an old shed on my father’s farm. My father 
had trouble understanding why anyone in their 
right mind would rather be pounding and 
grinding on an automobile than working in the 
fields. My auto body business continued for 
more than fifty years, until I turned it over to 
my two sons, Mitchell and Bradley, in 2000 
have had a long association with Buicks. My 
| father had a 1926 Buick Master Six Sedan Model 


By Lawrence G. 


Buick Fan 


26-50, painted lotus 
blue with black fend- 
ers. It was very large 
and could handle all 
eight members of my family at one time. One of | 
my first cars was a 1926 Buick Master Roadster 
coupe. Through the years I have owned so many 


Mahle (#1196) 


Buicks that I have lost count. They always were 
very dependable. Of course, two of my favorite 
model years are the ‘37s and ‘38s, My brother 
Sam owns a '37 Century Model 665, and so we 
have a lot of good-humored arguments on the 
respective virtues of each of our cars. 

T have been working on various aspects of 
my '38 Century for years, | have rechromed all 
of the necessary items: grille sections, bumpers 
(including the front bumper badge) and other 
parts, I redid the hubcaps (see my article in 
Torque Tube Vol. XVIII, number 3, page 19) 
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Huntley Acuff, in Georgia, 
has revulcanised the running 
boards. Bill Gratkowski, of 
Titusville, PA, woodgrained 
the dash and window 
frames. All new glass has 
been purchased. On Febru- 
ary 5th, Hampton Coach 
started work on the interior. 

{am no longer able to 
do any physical work, as I 
have lost the strength in my 
legs, and so my son Bradley 
is doing the remaining 
work, He has completed all 
the work on the body, braz 
ing in pieces in the rocker 
sill areas, and then leading 


engine had just been re- 
built prior to my pur- 
chasing the car and I 
have had it started so 
that part should be OK 
Next, we will sand- 
blast, prime, and paint 
the frame, and then start 
rebuilding the car. It will 
be painted black and 
have taupe mohair. 
So, although | am 
no longer able to physi 
cally do the work, my son | 
has turned out to be an 
excellent body person 
Anyway, my father used 


to say that it was a darned 
where necessary. The body has been totally sand- poor job that couldn’ afford one boss, so | have 


blasted and the primer coat applied. Lhad redone taken on that position 

all the doors prior to the onset of my physical Hopefully, by this fall, one more beautiful '38 
problems. The sidemount fenders have been Buick Century will be brought back to lif dd | 
reworked and are now ready for paint. Head- will be able to go for a long ride in it. This is one 
light reflectors have been resilvered, too. The of my most cherished dreams! 
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When we 
Torque Tube members for 
your memories of 1937- 
1938 Buicks that had taken 
aspin through movies of the 
past, we didn't expect the 
kind of response we received 
not only lists of movies that had featured 
Everyone's Favorite Car, but an account from a 
member who did a cameo with his very own 1938 
Buick Century Sedan in last year’s smash Seabiscuit 
starring Tobey Maguire and Jeff Bridges! 
Dawayne Niemala (#1634) of La Mirada, 
California, was the lucky Torque Tube mem- 
ber who found himself behind the wheel, and 
in front of the camera, for this Oscar-nomi 
nated period piece about the legendary race- 
horse that transfixed the nation and trans- 
formed the lives of three men. It's also an e 


mm 


vewnes 
Dawayne and his ‘38 Buick Century sedan. 


THE HORSEPOWER 
OF BUICK MEETS 
gveset THE HORSEPOWER esos 2c wer 
OF SEABISCUIT 


by Torque Tube Staff 


happy to reonimend Gn 
its own merits 
“Lwas in the movie, film- 
ing for 15 days,” Dawayne 
told Torque Tube in an e-mail 
interview in February."The 
last two days it was with my black 4-door 1938 | 
Buick Century Sedan. I was in many scenes as an 
extra, starting at Pomona Horse Racing Track 
though mostly we filmed at Santa Anita Race Track.” 
The two days with my car were filmed south 
of the Rose Bowl in a residential area, The day 
scene was where | pulled out of a side street be- 
hind a yellow 1939 Buick convertible that Jeff 
Bridges was driving with Tobey Maguire as his pas 
senger. They were talking as they were driving 
down the street. Unfortunately, that shot was a 
close-up of the two stars, so you can hardly see 


ma - nes 
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any background. So much for my part!” 

‘One night of shooting was done around the 
bridge on Loma Road, where Tobey’s character 
was thinking of throwing his books off the bridge 
Our cars were parked on the side streets, in the 
background, of this scene. We did not appear in 
it, However, in the end, the director decided that 
he did not like this bridge after all. They re-filmed 
this scene at a different bridge. You can see me 
several times throughout the movie, but only by 
using slow motion or frame stop on your video 
player. Just another face in the crowd, although I 
was usually the one in the front! 

Asked how he entered the world of vintage 
Buick collecting, Dawayne told us, “It all started 
back in 1953 when I lived in Superior, Wisconsin. 
My dad had a 1937 black Buick Special, +-door 
plain back model 47, that he was getting ready for 
our move to California. He also built a small trailer 
to bring what we could with us. My brother and 
three sisters and I made a sign, ‘California or Bust 
and tied it to the back of the trailer. It stayed there 
until we reached California. Ever since our family 
made that trip to California in that 1937 Buick, 1 
have been hooked on them. I was 17 years old at 
the time of that move, and my Dad let me drive 
his Buick as we crossed the United States from 
Wisconsin to California. 1 Love It!" 

“Six years ago, I retired at the age of 61. At 
that time, I started looking into 
the possibilities of purchasing an old Buick, 
either 1937 or 1938. I spent a lot of time 


scouting around locally, and then I started look- 
ing on the Internet. Finally, just over two years 
ago, | found the perfect car of my dreams, 1 
had been searching for a 1938 Buick Century 
Model 61, with side mounts, for a little over 2 
years. wanted to get a turnkey car so I could 
enjoy it in my old age and not spend my re 
maining years fixing one up. One day this 
Buick popped up on the Internet and it looked 
like a very nice car, so I telephoned the gentle- 
who lived in Mora Lake, Minnesota, and 
asked him some questions about the car. What 
he told me all sounded very good. | immedi- 
ately telephoned my sister, who lived about two 
hours from Mora Lake, and asked her if she 
would do me a favor. I told her about the car 
and that I was interested in buying it. Would 
she and her husband go take a look at it for 
me? Knowing my sister, | told her that there 
was an Indian Casino nearby, and maybe she 
might want to stop there after looking at the 
car. That did it: she said they would do it for 
me. Two days later she and her husband went 
to look at the Buick, and then called me and 
said: ‘If you don't buy it we will.’ 

“I then called the gentleman and asked him 
not to sell it until I could come to see it and he 
said OK. Two days later, I was on a flight to Min- 
neapolis, then rented a car and drove to Mora 
Lake. When I got there, the car was under a car 
cover. By this time the excitement was building 
did I make this trip for nothing? Or was it going 


mai 


TORQUE TUBE MARCH/APRIL 2004 


to be what I had been look- 
ing for? As the gentleman 
stared to pull the cover off. 
Theld my breath. He pulled 
the cover from the front of 
the car, Slowly the trunk 
and rear fenders came into 
view, then the rear suicide 
doors, front doors, and then 
the beginning of the long 
beautiful hood, sidemounts 
and front fenders, When the 
cover dropped off of the 
hood ornament and exposed 
the grille, I sald: Just what I 
was looking for! I'l ake it 

Thad it shipped in ar 
enclosed trailer to my home 
in La Mirada, California 

Seabiscuit was the film 
debut for Dawayne’s Buick 
The car is also slated for the upcoming Martin 
Scorsese movie Aviator, about the life of Howard 
Hughes (who scores a mention elsewhere in this 
issue), starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 

Also, my Buick has been in many car 
shows, weddings and exhibits,” Dawayne 
adds, "Some of the neighborhood kids would 
like to use it for their graduations!” 

But how did this fine car break into Holly- 
wood in the first place, where so many other 
dreamers have tried and failed? 

A man ata car show saw me in my "30s 
suit with my Buick and told me about 
an audition for Seabiscuit. He thought they 


might be able to use my 
Buick in the movie, I went 
to the audition dressed in 
my "30s suit, with a pic- 
ture of the car. The cast- 
ing director said, ‘I like 
your suit’, and picked me 
as an extra, instead of my 
car, The director sent me 
and the other people he 
picked for extras to Hol- | 
lywood to be fitted for | 
clothes of the time period 
of the film. The styles of 
the 1930s were very classy 

Now, it just so happened 
that someone at the ward: 
robe place in Hollywood was 
connected to the movie car 
company [ABA Picture Ve 
hicles whose President is | 
Antoinette Meier]. I subsequently submitted a 
picture of my car and other information to 
them. When it came time to shoot the scenes 
set in the years of 1938 to 1940, ABA telephoned 
me and asked me to come to the location where 
they were filming. 

The Aviator scenes that used my 1938 Buick 
were filmed at the San Bernadino Airport, one on 
the outside, and one on the inside of the hangar 
that was supposed to belong to Howard Hughes. 
This movie is due out in December of 2004 

We'll be looking for it, Dawayne! And ifany 
of the rest of you Torque Tube members has a 
similar tale to tell, keep us in the pipeline! i 
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| Fixing Weak Seat 
Springs 


Photos and Story by Mark Jordan (#1297) 


Se 


Using a pair of wire clippers, take off the old clips 
and just peel down the side of the seat. Push down 
the old springs and insert the Marshall Compo 
nents from the side 


As my car’ seat springs have gotten older, | have felt less secure behind the wheel, My seat really started 
sinking to the left, but instead of re-springing the entire se: 
strength. For starters, | recommend purchasing upholstery springs called Marshall Components. 


Lfound a good way to give ita little more 


After you have them in place, connect the new 
springs to the old springs and to the frame of the 
seat, using hog-ring pliers with new rings. 


Finish the process by reattaching the seat cover 
to the frame. This process will compress the 
springs in your seat and you'll have a nice safe 
seat to support you 
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Technical 


First sand all broken areas of the parts so solder 
will be able to hold the parts together. The best 
solder to buy is Cecil N. Muggy Co.’ Super Al- 
loy Solder (Ph#: 1-800-243-0800). This solder 
also comes with the flux and is strong enough to 
hold pot metal together. 

Before you solder the ends together, make 
sure you line them up so they are in line with the 
other stems of the horn ring. The easiest way to 
line them up is with a table vise. Then solder the 
ends together. 


Story & Photos by Mark Jordan (#1297) Technical Information by John Stokes (#1364) 


If your horn ring has broken, the following procedure describes a good way to fix it, It won't be 
show quality but it will be good enough to use. Note that you'll have to rechrome it to bring it up to 


Fixing a Broken 
Horn Ring 


After you have soldered the ring to the horn stem, 
you next drilla hole from the outside of the horn 
ring into the stem to the horn. Patience is the 
most important thing at this point. Use a 1/16" 
or smaller drill bit and plan to drill slowly for 
about 15 to 20 minutes. Pull the drill bit out ev- 
ery so often, clean it off and put some oil on it, 
then continue drilling. 


fe) 
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Drilling may cause a lot of pressure on the two Atthis point solder the ends back together again 
pieces, causing them to separate, but this is noth- Now you will need to grind and sand the solder 
ing to worry.about, Take a metal dowel and in- down to the original shape 

sert it into the hole. This will take a little work 

with the hammer, but be gentle and make sure 


they come together. 


As you get to the original shape of the ring, use very fine-grit sandpaper on it. If you're a real 
master, you can make it look just like the original. Then you can have it rechromed, and it will be 
stronger than the original. But even these modest steps will work for the time being until 
you can find a perfect one 
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Story & Photos by Mark Jordan (#1297) Technical Information by John Stokes (#1364) 


For years | have had a dashboard that didn’ light up very well 

I found it very hard to read my gauges at night while:I was , 

driving. But when | told John Stokes (#1364) about my prob- 

Jem, he founda solution. You will need the following materials: | J 

* 6-volt grain of wheat bulb. { 

* Leaf-green colored Rainbow Transparent Paint for stained glass \ 
decorative work (sold at arts and crafts stores). i 

+ Aluminum tube that works asa prism (sold at any hardware store), ~ 


1) Remove instrument cluster fromdash- 2) Put the cluster back together and, us- 
board. Then remove the glass by bending ing a “Ao” drill bit, drill through the back 
the tabs that hold the cluster together. of the cluster at the base in the center. Go 


far enough to make a mark on the center 
plate (prism try) of the cluster. This will 
| show where to drill the second hole 


3) Now drill a pilot hole through the base of the prism tray, making sure that it is 
° where the mark of the first drill is. Then drill the 7/e" drill bit through. 
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5) Since the light bulb is clear, paint it with the 
stained glass paint, so it is the same color as the 
light that was originally in your dash. Once it is 
dry, you can insert it into the tube, so it will look 
like this. 


4) Next put the aluminum tube in a vise (left) 
and, using a hacksaw, cut a down halfway from 
the end of the tube. Using the saw again, cut hori- 
zontally from the front of the tube to make a cut- 
out as shown above. 


laa 
XK t 
sf 


z ies 


6) Once you put your cluster back together, you 
can next insert the tube, making sure the cutout 
is facing up. I suggest doing this without the light 
bulb in it. Use some hot glue or epoxy to hold 
the tube in place 


7) Now you are ready to install your cluster back 
into the dashboard. After you have everything 
back together, you can insert the bulb and attach 
it to your wiring under the dashboard. Connect | 
the black wire to a ground and the red to a posi- 

tive wire. Now, with the help of the existing bulbs 

inthe cluster, your glass will light up completely. | 


1 dont recommend this for owners who want to 
keep their cars in their totally original state, but 
if you're a nighttime driver, it surely is a good 
safety precaution | 
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® 


ADS FOR CLUB MEMBERS ARE FREE! 


After your ad has appeared once, the Torque Tube will rerun it one more time if you 

y is (0 e-mail or mail your ad. Include a photograph if you wish. See 
the masthead on page I for Torque Tube's e-mail and postal mailing addresses 
If you want to run an ad continuously, inquire about our business ad rates 


ask. The best we 


PastAFOR SALE 


ERY PART! IT-19. 
Many parts availal 
Ken Schmidt 


E-mail: buickbonery@webtv.net 


jc. Please call for full listing 


6970 Stamper Way, Sacramento, CA 95828 
Phone: 916-381-5271 Fax: 916-381-0702 


BUI 


37 Front lower motor mount 
37 40 Transmission front syncro drum 

37 40 2nd speed gear... 

37 40 Trans, Main drive gear 7 

37 40-60 Locking door handle, first type with off set shank 
37 40 Pitman arm, cast 263474 nnceaeesn 
37-38 60, 80, 90 Exhaust valve 

37-38 40 Intake or exhaust valves, specify Z 
37-38 80 Inner or outer front wheel bearings, specify 
37 all, 38 60, 80, 90 Crankshaft pilot bearing 

37-38 40 U-joint torque ball bushing ......... 

37-38 40 Transmission 2nd & 3rd speed shifter yoke. 
37-38 40, 60, Front pinion bearing st 
37-38 40, 60, Pitman shaft bushings ...... 

37-38 Headlight dimmer switch, N.O.R.S 

37-38 60, 80, 90, Transmission rear bearing 

37-38 40,60, Front shock absorbers 


37-38 40, 60 Intermediate steering arm bearing Kit, N.O.R.S $30,00 
37-38 40, 60 Right steering knuckle support ....... «. $25,00 
37-38 40, 60 Left, right steering knuckle w/bushings, specify $40.006a 
37 all, 38 80, 90, Right, left outer tie rod ends, specify, N.O.R.S.... $25.00 
37-38 40,60 Upper outer, lower outer suspension pivot pin kits, N.O.R.S. $25.006a 
38 60, 80, 90, Transmission main drive gear " \ oe $60.00 
38 40 2nd and 3rd speed syncro drum 1» $40.00 
38 80, 90 Pitman arm, cast #264302 .. $30.00 
38 40, 60 Rear wheel cylinders, new stock . $70.00 pair 


All parts N.O.S. except as noted, add 15% for postage. 
Bob Graves (#1136) 
56 Dartmouth St., Lynn, MA 01904 (781) 593-9534 


$15.00 


$40,00 
$45.00 

evens $45,00 
$35.00ea, 

. $30.00 
$10.00ca 
.$10,00ea, 

», $25.00¢a, 
$10.00 

= $30,00 

4 . $15,00 
sinesine $25.00 
$15.00 pair 
$10.00ea. 

seve. $25.00 
$250.00 pair 


® 
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. IN‘ Bl 
Just a small portion of what’ available, please call or write for more information. 
. 


37 Auxillary speaker 
37 Master heater... 

37 Coupe & Conv. front seat. 
37 Rims-Specials & Roadmasters 


$200.00 
$75.00¢a. 


37 Tail lights... $100.00 pair 
37 SS carb. No choke parts. sve $75.00 
38 Special auto trans complete with linkage & column . $500.00 
38 Special auto rear end with 3.60 gears . $750.00 
38 Roadmaster rear end-low mileage . $300.00 
38 Tail lights si $125.00 pair 
38 Century side mounts complet $3,000.00 | 
38 Defroster ducts ......c. . $25 pair 
38 Large series carb. complete . $250.00 
Headlight lenses $125.00 pair 
Roadmaster & limited rear motor mounts, new steel rubber ... $75.00 pair 
Front fender lights $100.00 pair 
Special running boards $200.00 pair 
Century running boards $300.00 pair 
Large series transmissions . $300,00 
Radios , - $200.00 
Headlight switches $25.00 


$100.00 
. $50.00 ea. 
$75.00 


Starters & generators .. 
Vent windows ... 
Small series air cleaners 


‘Small series dual-carb manifold with carbs. No cracks & working heat risers......... $350.00 
Dave Tacheny (#997) 

11949 Oregon Ave.N 

Champlin, MN 55316 > 

(763) 427-3460 


1937 PARTS SERIES 40 
Starter (#734Z) with solenoid .. 
Generator (#918G) needs rebui 
Carb, (AA-1) bottom rusted .. 
Front shocks .. 
Rear shocks 
Trunk emblem, complete 
Bell housing cover 
Fan blade $10.00 
Fan pulley 
Distributor (#663Y) 
Oil pump 
Battery core 


$50.00 
$150.00 pair 
. $150.00 pair 
$30.00 
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Front spindles, excellent $100.00 pair 
$20.00 pair 
$250.00 pair 


$125.00 


Buick grille, repo, left, nors 
Stromburg carb AAI rebuilt kit, new .. 
Ignition column lock w/key 
Starter drive bendix.. 
Gas cap, chrome 

~ Radio delete covers. 


Regulator tested & painted, excellent $60.00 
Headlight switch, rebuilt, nice knob $25.00 
Taillight lenses & bezels $50.00 pair 
Backseat ashtray, complete $25.00 


Front ashtray .... 
Water pump, good core . 
Oil cap, slight ding 
Robe rope escutions, good 
Sunvisor, chrome bracket, left, very good .. 
Driving light switch, burg/gray, after marke 
6 Volt defroster/heater motors, nosr... 
Clock, complete, good... 
Heater/defroster switch, taupe, 
Horn relay.. 


$10.00 
. $15.00 each 
$15.00 
$10.00 
. $7.00 


ights up, aftermarke 


Map light - $5.00 
Fuel pump . $10.00 
“Buick” Lock roll rad clamp, new - $3.00 


Fuel pump glass bowl... 
Fender light lenses, original, very good 
Taillight lenses . 

Trunk emblem glass, red, very good 
Trunk emblem license plate glass, clear 


Trunk emblem .. 

Trunk hinge rubber . 
2 Hood bumpers 
Firewall grommet oval 3 holes . 
Clutch & brake pedals, black 
‘Trans support pads... 
5 Misc. wiring /body grommets 


****Buy all rubber parts above for $50.00 
Having sold my '37 Special, I have many more parts than are listed here. 
Call if you need anything, I will deal with you. 

Jerry Root (#422) 

71 S. Pollard Dr. 

Fulton, NY 13069 

(315) 598-2319 
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| PartAW ANTED 


38 plain front fenders. 
Looking for non-welled fenders in good shape with no metal tears, small dents OK. 
Close to San . .ncisco area if possible. 
Don Micheletti (#250) 
(650) 3240-339 
E-mail: donmicheletti@cs.com 


Rumble seat lid for 1937 Buick 40 or 60 series, convertible or sport coupe. Any Pontiac, 
Cadillac or Oldsmobile will do. Some rust repair will be acceptable 
I will pay for all shipping to a friend's house in the US. 


Please call collect to England. 
Telephone: 011-44-1454-313467 ask fo 


Gerry | 


WANTED: 
1938 Buick Limited Trunk Hinges 
Verne Critchfield (#1624) 
| (540) 338-7970 


WANTED: 
1938 Buick Century (320 engine) Radiator 


FOR SALE/TRADE | : O1eK 


37 320 cu, in. engine parts. | 
Block is not well, but crank, camshaft, head, , TORY 
fuel pump, etc. quite useable, Any reasonable 


offer. Just wondering if someone 
might be able to make use of these pieces. 
Malcolm Fischer (#1746) 
Phone: (403) 742-1663 Alberta, Canada 


or E-mail:sandguys@telus.net 
man Indepth and follow th 
Indepth and exact, follow the new ‘36 Bi 
ives 1937) oainiey Roatmaasies consen ts market in en America sting oft tne shackles 
Air Cleaner for bic Inch engine. of the Depression and read about how its popularit 
Kermit Houser (#1658) continued to increase as the model year progress 
Scvene! 5 ss included are over 50 ‘36 Buick ads, details on the hot 
Ikhouser@cve.net OR (541) 273-5912 new Century, the Buick built fora King, opening of GM's 
= Sea South Gate ‘assembly facility, Buick and Hollywood, | 
AR. WANTED: highways of 36, complete specs and much, much mare, 
1am looking for a 1938 Buick (or similar) | TO ONDER AND SENT T 
four door sedan that looks fairly Send check or money order Walter Bruegger 
original with modern engine and drive train. for $30 (per book), 2432 Bridwell Way | 


made payable to 
Do you know of any for sale? r 
Hd Walter Bi 
Ken Williams alter Bruegger 


Swansea, IL 618-277-5343, | SER ONS coir 


“® 


Hayward, CA 94545 
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Can4 FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: | ROR SALE: “BERTIE” 
1938 BUICK SPECIAL | 1938 BUICK SPECIAL SALOON 
Series 40 Model 48 | Bertie Buick sadly for sale after 


2-door sedan. The color is blue (close to the! 10 year ownership. Body no: 43 

original Bottecelli Blue). The car has approxi- | Has just been completely re-wired 

mately 106,000 miles on it. The engine runs! and had new dynamo 

very well (good oil pressure and mechanics) | and starter motor fitted. All new hydraulics 
as does the whole power train. Original tan | and clutch fitted in last 18 months. 

mohair, The body sheet metal and frame are _ Colour - Aubergine with “original interior.” 
in very good condition, having been gone over | Bodywork in good order and mechanically 
before I purchased the car. The chrome is also | sound. 78,000 miles on clock. Has just 

in very good to excellent condition through- | completed a tour of France through the 
out, The heater is the standard one and the —_| Normandy landing beaches 

radio is the deluxe one with a speaker under | Runs as sweet asa nut! 

the driver's side. Everything works. The car is | £9,000.00 ono. 

an excellent driver all around. The wiring on | Contact 

the car has not been replaced and is generally | Geoffrey & Gilly Stafford-Nelson 

in very good condition. The carburetor is a Alvaston, 2 The Close, Rue du Craslin, 
Marvel with the choke/ignition original Sandybrook, St Peter, Jersey, Channel Islands, 
equipment still intact. It may be able to be | UK 

rebuilt and made operational again 
$10,500.00 
George Toth 

3617 Silver Sands Dr. 
Waterford, Mi 48329 


FOR SALE 1938 BUICK CENTURY 
OPERA COUPE 

Alll original, motor rebuilt with less than 600 
miles, new red mohair interior, gorgeous black 
paint,chrome is good, new grille drive anywhere 
$20.000.00 obo 
mimefielder@setel.com 


FOR SALE: 
1938 BUICK SPEC! 
COUPE 


Glenn Basore 
(818) 576-4778 work 
(661) 295-5761 Home 


Coe 
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OR SALE 


BE SALE: 
1938 CENTURY SPORT COUPE 


Professionally restored by Dave Lewis 
Restoration. Whistler (dark) Gray (paint 
No, 520) with red wheels. Red leather interior. 
New wood-graining, rebuilt motor and 
transmission, sidemounts, Acuff running 
boards, accessory grille guard and fold-down 
rear bumper guard. Radio with running 
board antenna, turn signals, original rebuilt 
AAV-2 carburetor, new glass, recast steering 
1, new rubber throughout, new rubber 


wh 
floor mat, seat belts. This car is in like. 


new condition 
E-mail me at: harrylogan@earthlink.net | 
for more color photos or questions 
$28,000.00 

Harry Logan (#651) 

1005 Rilma Lane 

Los Altos, CA 94022 

Phone: (650) 941-4587 


FOR SALE: 1938 MODEL 4% 2 DOOR SEDAN 
This car is mechanically excellent. You can drive it anywhere. Paint is rough but the body is 
straight, The interior is original, rough but complete. This car only needs cosmetics, 
$7,000.00 obo 
Les Blumling 
(650) 871-4010 
artwrench@juno.com 
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a * AS 
’ F | 
| GOLF suIRT | 
LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT : $22.99 
| $24.99 


WHITE T-SHIRT $18.99 STICKER (oval) $4.99 


THESE ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE @ 


http://w ww .cafeshops.com/torquetube 


can se ae your ae dice tly to: 

1937-1938 BUICK CLUB 
P.O. BOX 21000 

\\ OAKLAND, CA 94620 


WALL CLOCK $18.99 


Please add 15% for shipping and handling 
Please include shirt size 


sos 
pes ) 
LARGE MUG - 
$15.99 - 
wu 


‘MOUSE PAD 
$14.99 STAINLESS STEEL 2004 1937-1938 $1499 
‘TRAVEL MUG WALL CALENDAR 
o $18.99 ‘STILL AVAILABLE $19.99 
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Paul Carman (#1778) James Sirman (#1784) 


8 Alma Road 1400 E Elm 
Camberwell, 3124 Coalinga, CA 93210 
Victoria, 38-47 
A 

Richard W. Toy (#1761) Sarg John W. Smith (#1785) 

PO. Box 15 59 River Rd 

New Bethlehem, PA 16242 Larry Culley (#1779) Calais, ME 04619 

37-617 1500 Regents Park Rd 38-465 

: Evansville, IN 47710 

Francis M, Tarpey (#1762) ee RJ. Bloomfield (#1786) 

1981 Linden Ave H, Judson Holcombe (#1780) Gingerbread Cottage 

Highland Park, IL 60035 57 Maple Street Main Road, Lt Fransharr 

3861-2 Wilton, NH 03086-6303 Derham, Norfolk 

at nate (76 zai ese mace 

2261 Winged Foot Court Pat Brooks (#1781) 

Oxnard, CA 93030 611 Jerome St. JD Thornton (#1787) 
Marshalltown, 1A 50158 610 David Circle 

Lis Edward (#1764) Natchitoches, LA 71457 

101 Dieder Ra Joris Bergsma (#1782) 37-403 

Schwenksville, PA 194 pena 


John Luersen (#1788) 


arl & Sharon Nelson (#1765) 1182 CN Amstelveen 
s7i0s0 500 F an The Netherlands 24 Morris Road 
Kokomo, IN 46902 www prewarcar.com Sieg croe7i2 
John Hanson (#1777) David Cunningham, M.D. (#1783) 
46WSI1 Kelley Road 1211 Union Ave., Suite 220 
Hampshire, IL 60140 Memphis, TN 38104 
3881-6 3044-7 


1937-1938 Buick “HOOD HINGES” 
Al Stainless Steel Reproduction of the Original Tr 
Pore epg me Te ry Seay a ‘cai 


$195 


plus shipping and tax (CA) 


Bob's Specialty Parts 
9282 Sungold Way, Sacramento, CA 95826 


(916) 362-2597 


(S10) 547-1092 


(S10) 541-1991 


tom waooe 
Sr ENGI EEK 


a ev 
‘VL-3 1940 BUICK SERIES 50 SUPER 4 DR SEDAN VL-TO 1940 BUICK SERIES 50 SUPER COMVEHTIRLE COUPE 


1938 BUICK SPECIALS west mn 


Yc} 1938 UIC SPEC StoaN 
USO: V2 1938 BUICK SPECIAL BUSINESS COUPE Go Gt 


RAY PASZKIEWICZ, JR. 
P.O, BOX 156, CLARKSBURG, N.J. 08510 + TEL. 732-446-9381 + FAX 732-446-9297 


1904- 1965 B BUICK RESEARCH SERVICE 


More information and detail about your specific 1937 or 1938 Buick year, model and serial 
number than you can get from any other source. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 
Complete Research Package $50.00, $60.00 if shipped outside the USA. 

Additional information available at http:/www.OldBuickArchive.com. Also check out 1937 and 
1938 in the “Valve-In-Head Archive” at the web site for a listing of reference material 
that can be photocopied for research purposes. 


1937 BUICK HIGH QUALITY VIDEO 


1937 Buick video made from the only known copy of a 16mm black & white sound film 
produced by Buick Motor Division in 1937. The tapes have been made by a professional video 
dubbing studio. They are very high quality and are produced from a digitally mastered original 
Video runs approximately 32 minutes and contains a number of segments showing the 
construction of the 1937 Buick and Buick’s place in American society. Historically significant 
item. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. $39.95 including shipping. 


TERRY DUNHAM 


AUTOMOTIVE RESEARCH SERVICES 


P.O. Box 4057, Apopka, Florida 32704-4057 
e-mail: Buickohy@aol.com = web site: wwe OldBuickArchive.com 
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1937-38 BUICK 


W876 


1295 pe 


1997 ONLY} ACCELERATOR PEDAL Ser 49.68 
— $3435 


CARR, KITS: CARTER 
CK 360 


TORQUE BALL SEAL KIT, All Models 


TKS... sans 
{VISOR “VANITY® MIRROR. 
VM37%..—____.-__. $28.0 


LICENSE PLATE FRAMES. Chrwmed Brass 
att "$62.00 Pate 


PONT END PARES For 
Upper Ower it 


ing Pn Set 
Laer Inner Musings we. 
Te Rod End 


VISA- MASTERCARD - DISCOVER OR © 


GN 


AUTOMOBILIA 
(S05) 434-2963 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE 


Doon WF aMRSEALsrONGE , 
Ca sen 
oo rty = 
bis saiiiaiiaamn en RUNNING BOARD INSULATORS. 193738 () 
Sasa nereousbe eso tt Mw MATRA 
SSRNTTOMNL en ‘Neate Kemet 
are sie 
RAGE ALR Ry MOODRESTPADS 197 aNEAe Coe 
= : liana 
Sian ie Wt 
reais suse 
"HUNK ARAL Pr cOURES At 197.8 Parma Boe or lk S808 
pees ace rasmcoasitxsons__ovcsra__ sane 
LTH ad ARR ED St a asmiemstoas 
a Re : 
Be OMA sO DSIBN on 87.2808 ce ——___ME-S7R 5608 
a ovraproooRiuuiecmowe 
PEDAL M0 SEALS nOORILASDLECIROME 


LFERRULE.& 1 GROMMET Per Set 
1897 DF-296.__ 
1938 


DOOR FERRULE INSTALLATION TOOK, 
‘520 Refundable f Returned Within 30 Days 


‘DF-TOOL— $3500 
1998 TRUNK MANDLELIGHT MOUNTING 
‘SEAL__DHS. $078 


MOTOR MOUNT, FRONT. ANModely 


1997 HUB CAPS Alt See__1#37__serea 
Whee Bewaty Rings 15" erk 6" SH Stat 
1987 HOODORNAMENT__._sas. 


SOME OTHER ITEMS WE STOCK: BEARINGS, > 


Decals, Engine Psat, Shop Manas, Pars Books, Bady Hooks, 


[SHIPPING (Unie otherwise noted 


Invoice) 
= Minimum Shipping Chere. ss9s 
S1758:$19.00 Order 6.8 

! $50.00 599 95 Order ‘save 

- S109 and wp 1098 


O.D. CATALOG #49 55.00 OR ONLINE AT hubsautomobilia.com 


TFOCTOBER-200: 


TORQUE TUBE MARCH/APRIL 2004 


BUICK...Upholstery and 
Top Kits 1927/1955 


Sine 1977 aenpron Couch 
hasbeen pending only the est 
gait ater ad To paces 
salle fr GM ca 

We oer compe later Ki, 
Seat Upholer, Tops nl end 
cries wel eft 


by he yung Tel re 

fo Bre Literature, Pris, Fabric 

Samples and Parts Catalog 
1-888-388-8726 


JB Donaldson 


2533 W. Cypress St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
(602) 278-4505 


Beautifully Recast 


STEERING WHEELS 


Call or write for brochure 


RESTORATION SERVICES 
a eee 
<= —— 
— a 


Running Board / Rocker Moldings 
1994 thru 1940 'SSAE for Information 
‘BUICK RESTORATION SERVICES: 

P.O. BOX442, PERRY, MICHIGAN 48872 


1937-38 BUICK PARTS 
A vantery oF 
NOS, USED & 
REPRODUCTION PARTS 
cs, Handles 
Cie Molding, Pucl Sending Unit 
Some Mechanieils PLUS MUCH MORE? 
rom rane ust, contac 


1927 thru 1853 
WIRING HARNESSES | 


AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 
ware ae THRU 1953 
CRAFTED WITH THE 


one ‘MATERIALS 


ALSO OFFERING: 
* WIRING SUPPLIES 
| CATALOG OR INFORMATION $5 | 


\ANRNESSES UNLIMI Te, 


| see 


| BOX 435 WAYNE, PA. 19087 
— a ee 
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